
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE   Voluntary in D William Croft 

* HYMN 263 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  St. Denio  

* CALL TO WORSHIP: (based on Psalm 40:1-5) 

Leader: I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard 
  my cry. 

People: He drew me up from the desolate pit and set my feet  
  upon a rock. 

Leader: He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.  

People: Happy are those who make the Lord their trust. 

Leader: O God you multiplied your wondrous deeds and your   
  thoughts toward us.  

People: Were I to proclaim and tell of them, they would be more  
  than can be counted.  
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INTROIT Come Sunday Duke Ellington 

Lord, dear Lord above, God almighty, God of Love, 
Please look down and see my people through. 
I believe that God put sun and moon up in the sky.  
I don’t mind the gray skies, cause they’re just clouds passing by. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Most holy and merciful God, we confess our slowness to do good.  
We have been blind to injustice.  We have been complicit in 
deferring the dreams and hopes of the oppressed.  We have failed  
to heed your call to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
you.  Help us to name our sin, claim responsibility for our actions, 
and change our behavior.  Let the teachings of Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and our Savior, take control of our lives.  Give us courage to pay the 
price, that your justice may be done, on earth as in heaven.  In the 
name of Jesus we pray.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.   



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         

TIME WITH CHILDREN   

* HYMN 440 In Christ There Is No East or West McKee 

+ Children leave for Church School Classes.  Youth remain for Worship. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 49:1-7   

ANTHEM Agnus Dei Pergolesi 
 Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, Miserere nobis. Amen. 

 Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

SECOND LESSON John 1:29-42 

SERMON “Discovery” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY Peace Like a River arr. Mack Wilberg  

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

     THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 563 Lift Every Voice and Sing  Lift Every Voice 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE   Toccata Mushel  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 49:1-7 (NRSV) 
 Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from  
far away! The LORD called me before I was born, while I was in my 
mother’s womb he named me. 2He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 
in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow,  
in his quiver he hid me away. 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, 
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is 
with the LORD, and my reward with my God.” 5And now the LORD 
says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob  
back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am 
honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God has become my 
strength— 6he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my  
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of 
Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth.” 
 7Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy  
One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of  
rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate 
themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of  
Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 
 

John 1:29-42 (NRSV) 
 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, 
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This  
is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came 
baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to 
Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven 
like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but 
the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom 
you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the 
Son of God.” 35The next day John again was standing with two of his 
disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here  
is the Lamb of God!” 



  

 

 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What 
are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” 
They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him 
that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two 
who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon 
to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You 
are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 

In Recognition of Dr. King’s birthday holiday, today we sing a spiritual by Duke 
Ellington (1899-1974). Ellington’s Black Brown And Beige was composed in 1943, 
near the end of the swing era. The first movement contains one of the great American 
melodies “Come Sunday.” Originally written as a solo for the alto sax player Johnny 
Hodges, this 32-bar melody was rearranged by the composer for the great gospel singer 
Mahalia Jackson in 1958. “Lift Every Voice and Sing”, today’s closing hymn, was first 
heard as a poem written by James Weldon Johnson and recited for Lincoln’s birthday in 
1900. Soon after, Johnson’s brother John set it to music and it quickly took on the 
informal status of the “Black National Anthem.” “Peace Like a River” is one of those 
African-american spirituals whose roots and authorship are murky and grew out of the 
experience of enslavement.  

Todays organ pieces are a grab bag: William Croft (1678-1727) was organist at 
Westminster Abbey and the composer of the well-known tune “St. Anne” to which we 
sing “O God our help in ages past.” His organ voluntaries were written for the typical 
English organs of the period: instruments with no pedals and just a small selection of 
stops on two keyboards. Georgi Mushel (1909-1989) was a Russian composer active in 
symphony, choral and film score work. 


